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in or retired. Such negotiated interventions occurred in Argentina in 1976, Brazil in 1964, and 
Chile in 1973.” The second way to solve a coordination problem is for one player to move first. 
We’re now going to look at how this might happen.

d. Draw an extensive form version of our Military Intervention Game in which the Intervener 
Faction moves first and the Professional Faction moves second.

e. What is the subgame perfect equilibrium? What is the expected outcome?
f. Based on your previous answers, does it make a difference whether the two factions in 

the military make their decision simultaneously or the Intervener Faction moves first?

As Geddes (2003, 57) notes, any first-mover strategy needs to be credible to work. In other 
words, the other faction must believe that the seizure of power is irreversible and that they must 
therefore go along with the coup or risk splitting the military. She cites the attempted Spanish 
coup of 1981 as an example of a case where the first-mover strategy turned out to be 
noncredible. With ongoing violence in the Basque region and political infighting in government, 
a faction in the Spanish military launched a coup. Colonel Antonio Molina marched into 
parliament, fired shots in the air, and announced that all of the legislators were under arrest. 
The coup-plotters had every reason to believe that garrison commanders in the rest of the 
country would go along with them. Instead of giving them his blessing as many of the coup-
plotters expected, King Juan Carlos began telephoning the garrison commanders, telling them 
to oppose the coup and that they would be guilty of treason if they joined in. The king also went 
on television dressed in his full military uniform to denounce the plotters. “Once the [k]ing had 
taken such a strong stand, the first move lost its credibility, and most of the military refused to 
go along. Josep Colomer [a Spanish political scientist] reports that one of the coup conspirators, 
when interviewed later, said, ‘Next time, cut the king’s phone line’ (1995, 121). Colomer 
suggests that had the king not been able to use television and the phone to rally support, the 
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