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The disenfranchised are all those residents who do not have the legal right to participate 
in choosing the government. The selectorate (S), in contrast, is the set of people who have a 
legitimate say, if they so choose, in the selection of the leader. The term selectorate is chosen 
deliberately so as to indicate that the people “selecting” a leader do not necessarily have to do 
so by voting. In other words, the selectorate is not always the same as an electorate. In some 
forms of dictatorship, the selectorate is quite small. For example, the selectorate in a monar-
chy typically comprises only members of the royal family or, perhaps, the wider nobility and 
certain religious leaders. Similarly, the selectorate in a military junta usually consists only of 
members from the armed forces or, perhaps, the heads of each of the military branches. In 
other forms of dictatorship, though, the selectorate can be quite large. For example, the selec-
torate arguably consists of all adult citizens with the right to vote in dominant-party dictator-
ships that hold elections. Although the selectorate can be small or large in dictatorships, it is 
nearly always large in democracies. In a democracy, the selectorate comprises all those who 
are eligible to vote. In the past, certain groups such as women, nonwhites, and those without 
property were ineligible to vote in particular democracies. For example, nonwhites were 
banned from voting in apartheid South Africa between 1948 and 1994, and women did not 
get the right to vote until 1945 in France and until as late as 1971 in Switzerland. In most 
contemporary democracies, however, the selectorate means all adult citizens.
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