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b. Given the ethnically diverse character of Iraq, what are the strengths and weaknesses of 
the electoral system that was adopted?

c. If you were in charge of designing an electoral system for Iraq, what would it be and 
why?

4. Afghanistan is another ethnically diverse country. See Map 13.4, which illustrates the 
geographic location of Afghanistan’s different ethnic groups. In September 2010, voters 
elected 249 legislators to the Afghan House of the People (Wolesi Jirga). Answer the 
following questions.

a. The electoral system used for the 2010 legislative elections in Afghanistan was the single 
nontransferable vote. Use Internet resources to find out more detailed information about 
the electoral system. For example, how many districts and electoral tiers were there? 
How many legislators were elected in each district? Were there any special features of 
the Afghan electoral system with respect to women candidates?

Map 13.4 Ethnic Groups in Afghanistan
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