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wins should accurately reflect the percentage of votes it receives. Proportionality is often 
taken as a criterion of an electoral system’s “fairness.” However, it is not always clear how 
to design a system that produces “fair” results even when we employ multimember 
districts. We now provide an example in which you can try it for yourself. In Table 13.13, 
we present actual results from the 2005 Norwegian legislative elections for the Oslo district. 
There are seventeen seats available in this district. Note that the “others” category in 
Table 13.13 refers to all those parties whose vote totals are too small to list separately. You 
should ignore this category when allocating seats to parties. Answer the following 
questions (based on a modified series of questions asked by Professor Kaare Strøm, 
University of California, San Diego).

a. Copy Table 13.13. How would you allocate the seventeen seats among the parties? Put 
the number of seats you give to each party in your table.

b. Explain your method and attempt to justify how you arrived at your distribution of seats 
among the parties. Are there any problems with fairness that would arise from the seat 
allocation that you suggest?

c. How would your choice be affected if there were only three seats in Oslo instead of 
seventeen? What if there were thirty seats instead of fifteen? Under what conditions 
would it be easier to produce a “fairer” outcome?

3. Iraq is an ethnically and religiously diverse country. See Map 13.3, which illustrates the 
geographic location and size of Iraq’s different ethnic groups. Answer the following 
questions.
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Party Votes (no.) Votes (%) Seats (no.)

Center Party (SP) 3,270 1.1

Christian People’s Party (KrF) 11,168 3.6

Coast Party (Kyst) 551 0.2

Conservative Party (H) 61,130 19.8

Labour Party (Ap) 97,246 31.5

Left Party (V) 28,639 9.3

Socialist Left Party (SV) 41,434 13.4

Progress Party (FrP) 53,280 17.3

Others 12,116 3.9

Total 308,834 100 17




