
14: Social Cleavages and Party Systems 643

Party System Nationalization

2. India uses an SMDP electoral system to elect its legislators to the Lok Sabha, the Indian 
lower house of parliament. In the 2009 elections, thirty-five different political parties won 
seats. As the data in Table 14.2 indicate, the effective number of electoral parties was 8.76 
and the effective number of legislative parties was 5.01.

a. Given that India employs the highly nonpermissive SMDP electoral system, can you think 
of reasons why we do not see a two-party system similar to the ones found in the United 
States or Belize?

b. In Figure 14.8, we illustrate the effective number of parties at the district and national 
level in India from 1957 to 1995. As you can see, the effective number of parties at the 
district level always hovers around two. Explain why this is the case with reference to the 
mechanical and strategic effects of electoral laws.

c. Although the effective number of parties at the district level in India always hovers 
around two, the number of parties at the national level exhibits a considerable amount 
of variation, ranging from a low of about three in the mid-1970s to a high of over six in 
the 1990s. One thing that is noticeable in Figure 14.8 is that the size of the national 
party system in India was lower in the 1970s than in the 1960s or in the 1980s and 
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Source: Chhibber and Kollman (1998).




