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1990s. In effect, there is evidence that the Indian party system was more nationalized in 
the 1970s than in other periods. Without knowing anything in particular about Indian 
politics, can you try to explain this variation over time?

Political Identity Formation

3. In Table 14.17, we illustrate the distribution of attributes in a hypothetical Los Angeles 
community that is divided along language and race lines.

a. If you know that someone is an English speaker, can you predict with much certainty 
what racial group he or she belongs to? If you know that someone is a Latino, can you 
predict with much certainty what language he or she speaks? If you know that someone 
is Asian, can you predict with much certainty what language he or she speaks? Based 
on your answers to these questions, would you say that the attributes in this hypotheti-
cal Los Angeles community are cross-cutting or reinforcing?

b. Let’s assume that in order to win political office in this Los Angeles community, a candi-
date needs to win 50 percent of the vote. Let’s also assume that political entrepreneurs 
will try to mobilize voters along either racial or linguistic lines. If this is the case, what 
identity categories could be activated or politicized to win the election? In other words, 
what identity categories (racial or linguistic) form minimal winning coalitions? If you have 
answered this question correctly, you will find that there are two identity categories that 
form minimal winning coalitions. Which of these two identity categories do you think is 
most likely to be politicized and why?

c. In the previous question, you found that there were two identity categories that could 
form minimal winning coalitions in this Los Angeles community. Are there any groups of 
individuals that are members of both minimal winning coalitions? If so, who are they? 
Do you think that being in both potential winning coalitions is politically advantageous? 
If so, why?

Distribution of Attributes in a Hypothetical  
Los Angeles Community (Percentages)TaBle 14.17

English speaker Spanish speaker Korean speaker

Latino 20 31  0

Asian 17  0 14

Black 10  0  0

White  8  0  0




