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Now suppose that the attributes in our hypothetical country are highly correlated as in 
Table 14.8. When attributes are highly correlated like this, then the effective number of attri-

bute repertoires is likely to be smaller. A country with 
highly correlated attributes is said to have reinforcing 
attributes. In regard to our hypothetical country in 
Table 14.8, this is because knowing that a person’s family 
is from the North allows one to predict with a fair 

amount of confidence that his or her ancestral language is Dutch; similarly, knowing that a 
person’s family is from the South allows one to predict that his or her ancestral language is 
likely to be French. In such circumstances it seems plausible, all other things being equal, to 
predict that the identity categories that will be activated or politicized will be “French-
speaking southerners” and “Dutch-speaking northerners.” In fact, a similar distribution of 
attributes to that shown in Table 14.8 is found in contemporary Belgium. Belgium is a coun-
try that is profoundly cleaved along ethnolinguistic and regional lines. Indeed, Belgians are 
constitutionally divided into three communities: a French-speaking community that lives 
primarily in the South (Wallonia), a Dutch-speaking community that lives primarily in the 

Potential identity category Size

Northerner a + b

Southerner c + d

French speaker a + c

Dutch speaker b + d

Northerner and French speaker a

Northerner and Dutch speaker b

Southerner and French speaker c

Southerner and Dutch speaker d

Everyone a + b + c + d

Note: Letters indicate the proportion of the population embodying the potential identity category shown.
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Table 14.7      Cross-Cutting Attributes

French speaker Dutch speaker

Northerner 0.25 0.25

Southerner 0.25 0.25

A country with uncorrelated attributes has cross-
cutting attributes (cleavages), whereas a country 
with correlated attributes has reinforcing 
attributes (cleavages).




