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district, at least one of the other parties always wins more votes than this. As a result, the 
Green Party does not win a single legislative seat under the SMDP electoral system.

In Figure 14.3a, we illustrate the distribution of legislative seats if the pattern in the 
twenty districts shown in Figure 14.2 is reproduced throughout Duvergerland. The Labor 
and Business parties each get close to 50 percent of the seats in the legislature and the Green 
Party goes completely unrepresented even though it won 20 percent of the vote. Simply as a 
result of the way in which votes are translated into seats—the mechanical effect of the SMDP 
system—a party in Duvergerland that receives 20 percent of the population’s support 
receives 0 percent of the legislative seats being contested. Moreover, although there is clearly 
support for three parties in the electorate, there are only two parties in the legislature.

Now contrast the way this same distribution of votes would have been translated into 
seats if Duvergerland had used a proportional representation system in a single national 
district. Given that the Green Party won 20 percent of the vote, it now obtains twenty legisla-
tive seats. This distribution of seats in this new legislature is shown in Figure 14.3b. As you 
can see, the fate of the small party—the Green Party—is substantially different under the two 
different electoral systems. The Green Party goes from controlling 20 percent of the legisla-
tive seats under PR to being excluded entirely from the legislature under SMDP. This reduc-
tive effect in the representation of the small party, as well as the electoral bonus given to the 
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