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income and place of origin cleavages are cross-cutting—knowing someone’s place of origin 
is of no help in predicting that person’s income. Unlike in country A, though, the income and 
religious cleavages are now reinforcing—knowing someone’s religion allows one to predict 
which income group he or she is from. As the distribution of attributes in Table 14.12 indi-
cates, there are now, in some sense, only four latent identity categories to be represented by 
the party system: rich Catholic Europeans, rich Catholic indigenous people, poor Protestant 
Europeans, and poor Protestant indigenous people. In other words, the total number of 
latent identity categories is considerably lower in country B than in country A even though 
both countries have the same three cleavages—income, place of origin, and religion. It 
should be clear that if one’s place of origin was also perfectly correlated with income—for 
example, if all rich citizens had European ancestry and all poor citizens had indigenous 
ancestry—then there would be only two latent groups needing representation: rich Catholic 
Europeans and poor Protestant indigenous people.

The key aspect of a country’s social structure influencing the demand for the number of 
parties, therefore, is not necessarily the total number of cleavages in a country but rather the 
total number of cross-cutting cleavages. As you might suspect, most cleavages in a country 
will not be perfectly cross-cutting or perfectly reinforcing as in our example. The same logic 
as that outlined above, however, suggests that the social pressure for distinctive representa-
tion (and a large party system) depends on the number of cleavages in a country and 
increases with the degree to which these cleavages are cross-cutting rather than reinforcing.

Electoral Institutions
Although Duverger believed that social divisions create the demand for political parties, he 
argued that electoral institutions play an important role in determining whether this latent 
demand for representation actually leads to the existence of new political parties. Recall the 
earlier claim that European societies have seen the emergence of a new post-materialist 
cleavage since the 1960s (Inglehart 1977). If social cleavages were the only factor influencing 
the size of party systems, then all European countries should have experienced an increase 

The Distribution of Identity Attributes in Hypothetical 
Country B (Percentages)Table  14.12

European Indigenous

Catholic Protestant Catholic Protestant Total

Rich 25.0  0.0 25.0  0.0 50.0

Poor  0.0 25.0  0.0 25.0 50.0

Total 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0




