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Duverger’s law: Single-member district plurality systems encourage two-party systems.
Duverger’s hypothesis: Proportional representation electoral rules favor multiparty  systems.

Unfortunately, it turns out that the simple prediction that we should expect to find two-
party systems when SMDP electoral laws are employed is a valid inference from Duverger’s 
broader theory only when some auxiliary assumptions are satisfied. As Duverger himself 
noted, the logic by which the mechanical and strategic effects of SMDP electoral systems 
produce two-party systems works only at the district, and not the national, level (see 
Box 14.4, “Nationalizing Party Systems”). To see why, recall our example from the St. Ives 
constituency in the United Kingdom. If voters know that the Labour Party has no chance of 

Party Systems: Social Cleavages and the Modifying 
Effect of Electoral InstitutionsFigure 14.6

Politicized social cleavages

Electoral institutions

Latent social cleavages

Electoral partiesDuverger’s
theory

Strategic effect of
electoral laws

Legislative parties

Mechanical effect of
electoral laws

 




