
Principles of Comparative Politics736

luck determines income. Americans are twice as likely as Europeans to say that the poor 
are lazy. And Europeans are twice as likely as Americans to self-identify as leftists. To some 
extent, these data, which are shown in Table 16.2, suggest that differences in attitudes 
toward the poor might be what is driving broad differences in the left-right policy prefer-
ences of citizens between the United States and Europe. Although there is some truth to 
this, Alesina, Glaeser, and Sacerdote note that things are more complicated when we look 
at the individual level rather than the national level. It appears that many Europeans who 
are not leftists hold what might be thought of as charitable views toward the poor; indeed, 
the number of people holding these views is about twice as large as the number identifying 
as leftists.

There are at least two possible explanations for the lack of a close link at the individual 
level between attitudes toward the poor and self-identification as a leftist. One is that the 
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Source: Cameron (1978, 1255, fig. 1).




