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Students in the United States may wonder where American politics fits into this description. 
In most political science departments in the United States, American politics is considered a 
separate subfield. Does the fact that American politics focuses predominantly on politics 
within the United States mean that it should be considered part of comparative politics? This 
is a question that, for some reason, generates quite heated debate among political scientists. 
Historically, a second traditional definition of comparative politics has been that it is the study 
of politics in every country except the one in which the student resides. Thus, according to this 
definition, comparative politics is the study of what economists often like to call “the rest of 
the world.” This definition, however, seems rather silly to us because it means that the study 

first was what governments can and should do to encourage stable economic growth. In 
other words, what, if anything, can governments do to protect their citizens from the devas-
tating consequences of market instability? The second was how to design electoral institu-
tions in such a way as to reduce the likelihood that political extremists who oppose 
democracy, like the Nazi Party in Germany’s Weimar Republic, might be elected. Both of 
these topics remain central to the field of comparative politics today.

In the aftermath of World War II, decolonization and the onset of the Cold War com-
bined to drive many comparative politics scholars to focus on the question of “political 
development.” What, if anything, could be done to reduce political and economic instability 


