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the one who swerved loses face. The payoff table for this Game of Chicken is shown in 
Figure 4.12.

a. Use the numbers in each cell of the payoff table in Figure 4.12 to write out the 
preference ordering for Ren and Chuck over the four possible outcomes.

b. Solve the Game of Chicken for Nash equilibria. Hint: There are actually two possible Nash 
equilibria.

c. Does either Ren or Chuck have a dominant strategy? If so, what is it?

d. What strategic situations in comparative politics might fit the basic structure of the Game 
of Chicken? In other words, provide a specific example in which actors might have 
preferences and interactions like those in the Game of Chicken.

5. The Stag Hunt Game

In Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality among Men, the French philosopher 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau ([1755] 1997, 163) describes a strategic situation in which a group of 
hunters are trying to catch a stag. To keep things simple, imagine that there are just two hunters. 
The hunters have two options: They can work together and pursue the stag, or they can hunt 
independently and catch a hare. If both hunters pursue the stag, they catch it and share it 
equally. If either of the hunters chooses to go after the hare, they catch one but the stag 
escapes. Each hunter prefers a share of the stag to a hare. The strategic situation that Rousseau 
describes has come to be known by political scientists as the Stag Hunt Game. The payoff table 
for the Stag Hunt Game is shown in Figure 4.13.

A Game of Chicken: The Tractor Face-OffFigure 4.12

Note: Ren’s (the row player’s) payoffs are shown first in each cell; Chuck’s (the column player’s) payoffs are shown 
second. A comma separates the payoffs for the players in each cell.

Chuck

Swerve Drive Straight

Ren

Swerve 3, 3 2, 4

Drive Straight 4, 2 1, 1


