
Principles of Comparative Politics248

Cultural group hypothesis: Countries with a large number of cultural groups are less likely 
to become and stay democratic.

Let’s start by looking at the emergence of democracy. In order to test our hypotheses 
about the cultural determinants of democracy, we conduct a similar statistical analysis to the 
one we did in Chapter 6 when we examined the economic determinants of democracy. The 
results of our statistical analysis are shown in Table 7.2. The dependent variable, which is 
listed at the top of the table, is the thing we want to explain. In this case, the dependent vari-
able is the probability that a country becomes a democracy given that it was a dictatorship 
in the previous year. In other words, our dependent variable concerns the emergence of 
democracy. Our independent, or explanatory, variables, which are listed in the first column, 
are the things we think might affect the emergence of democracy. Next to each independent 
variable (in the other columns) is a coefficient with a corresponding standard error beneath 
it in parentheses. Recall that the sign of the coefficient is important because it tells us the 

�Religion of	 Countries 
majority

Muslim 	� Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brunei, 
Comoros, Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Gambia, Guinea, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Libya, Malaysia, Maldive Islands, Mali, 
Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, 
Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Tajikistan, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, United Arab 
Emirates, Uzbekistan, (Republic of) Yemen

Protestant 	� Angola, Antigua, Bahamas, Barbados, Denmark, Fiji, Finland, Iceland, 
Liberia, Marshall Islands, Namibia, Norway, Papua New Guinea, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, St. Vincent, Solomon Islands, South Africa, Sweden, Tonga, United 
Kingdom, United States, Vanuatu, Western Samoa

Catholic 	� Andorra, Argentina, Armenia, Austria, Belgium, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Burundi, Cape Verde, Chile, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, 
France, Gabon, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, 
Ireland, Italy, Kiribati, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Macedonia, 
Malta, Mexico, Micronesia, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Rwanda, St. Lucia, San Marino, Sao Tomé and 
Principe, Seychelles, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yugoslavia

Note: “Catholic” includes both Roman Catholic and Orthodox religions.

Source: Data are from Przeworski and colleagues (2000). Their data are based on Atlas Narodov Mira (1964; open 
library.org/).
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