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sex, age, education, and wealth could not explain the variation. Instead, what mattered was 
how group-specific conditions such as social institutions or cultural fairness norms affected 
individual preferences or expectations. The researchers rank ordered the fifteen societies 
along two dimensions: (a) payoffs to cooperation and (b) market integration. Payoffs to coop-
eration refer to how important it is to cooperate with non-immediate kin in economic pro-
duction. Market integration refers to how much the groups relied on market exchange in 
their everyday lives. At the low end of the “payoffs to cooperation” dimension were the 
Machiguenga and Tsimané, whose members rarely engaged in cooperative production with 
individuals outside of the family. At the high end of this dimension were the Lamelara, 
whose members hunted whales in large canoes manned by twelve or more people at a time. 
The researchers expected that groups in which the payoffs to cooperation were high would 

Figure  7.3 Offers from an Ultimatum Game

Note: The size of the bubble at each location along each row represents the proportion of the sample that made 
a particular offer. The right edge of the lightly shaded horizontal gray bar gives the mean offer for that group.

Source: Henrich and colleagues (2005).
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