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In line with cultural modernization theory, Inglehart and Welzel (2005) argue that socio-
economic development generally produces a change in cultural values that sees countries 
move from the bottom left quadrant in Figure 7.2 where they are poor and authoritarian to 
the top right quadrant where they are rich and democratic. According to Inglehart and 
Welzel (2005), the modernization process is not linear; instead, it occurs in two distinct 
phases. The first phase—the industrialization phase—sees countries move upward in 
Figure  7.2 away from traditional values to secular-rational values. In the pre-industrial 
world, most people earn their living from agriculture and rely on God to provide them with 
good weather and good health. Social interactions with outsiders are limited, reputation rests 
on ties of kinship, tradition is valued, and comfort is sought in religion. The shift to an indus-
trial society changes things. Technology gives people more control over their environment 

Figure  7.2 A Cultural Map of the World

Note: The cultural map of the world shown in Figure 7.2 is based on data from the sixth wave (2010–2014) of the 
World Values Survey. The different clusters indicate countries that Inglehart and Welzel identify as sharing similar 
cultural values—they represent distinct political cultures.

Source: http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/WVSContents.jsp
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