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emerge and survive? Does it also cause economic development? Or do political institutions 
and economic development cause culture? In other words, which way does the causal arrow 
go? If culture does cause democracy, is it a necessary or a sufficient condition? If culture is a 
cause, does it cause the emergence of democracy, or does it affect only the survival of democ-
racy? In Figure 7.1, we illustrate some of the causal arguments that scholars have made 
concerning the interaction between culture, economic development, and democracy. 

Figure  7.1
Culture, Economic Development, and Democracy:  
Some Potential Causal Relationships

 

Culture

Democracy

Economic
development

Culture

Democracy

Economic
development

a. b.

Economic development Democracy Culture

f.

Economic development Culture Democracy

d.

Culture Economic development Democracy

c.

Economic development Democracy

Culture

e.

Economic development Democracy

Culture

g.


