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For example, the Machiguenga rejected only one offer even though 75 percent of the offers 
made were below 30 percent. In some groups, though, the experimenters found that rejec-
tion rates were quite high even when offers were over 50 percent of the pie. For example, the 
Au and the Gnau in Papua New Guinea were equally likely to reject offers that were below 
or above 50 percent. The results from the Dictator Game also showed considerable variation. 
Among student populations, the distribution of offers has a mode at zero and a secondary 
mode at 50 percent. In contrast, the Orma had a mode at 50 percent, and the Hadza had a 
mode at 10 percent. There were no zero offers among the Tsimané; the mean was 32 percent, 
and the mode was 25 percent.

What explains this large variation in behavior between the different cultural groups? The 
researchers found that individual level characteristics such as the proposer’s (or responder’s) 

Group	 Country	 Environment	 Economic base

Machiguenga	 Peru	 Tropical forest	 Horticulture

Quichua	 Ecuador	 Tropical forest	 Horticulture

Achuar	 Ecuador	 Tropical forest	 Horticulture

Hadza	 Tanzania	 Savanna-woodlands	 Foraging

Aché	 Paraguay	 Semi-tropical woodlands	� Foraging and 
horticulture

Tsimané	 Bolivia	 Tropical forest	 Horticulture

Au	 Papua New Guinea	 Mountainous tropical 	 Foraging and  
		  forest	 horticulture

Gnau	 Papua New Guinea	 Mountainous tropical 	 Foraging and  
		  forest	 horticulture

Mapuche	 Chile	 Temperate plains	 Small-scale farming

Torguud	 Mongolia	 High-altitude desert, 	 Pastoralism 
		�  seasonally flooded  

grassland

Khazax	 Mongolia	 High-altitude desert, 	 Pastoralism 
		�  seasonally flooded  

grassland

Sangu (farm/herd)	 Tanzania	 Savanna-woodlands,	 Agro-pastoralists 
		�  seasonally flooded  

grassland

Orma	 Kenya	 Savanna-woodlands	 Pastoralism

Lamelara	 Indonesia	 Tropical island coast	 Foraging-trade

Shona 	 Zimbabwe	 Savanna-woodlands	 Farming
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