
8: Democratic Transitions 327

and the other does not. We can imagine that regimes that are reliant on foreign aid, military 
support, or international cooperation are likely to worry about their international reputation. 
The regime type that cares about its international reputation prefers to allow free speech, even 
if it is critical of the Regime, rather than engage in state repression of the media. In contrast, 
the regime type that doesn’t care about its international reputation prefers to engage in state 
repression of the media rather than allow free speech.21 One way to think about these types is 
that regimes vary in the extent to which they care about their international reputation over 
time. The media are not always sure about the extent to which the Regime values its 
international reputation and are therefore uncertain about what they can get away with 
publishing. There are three possible outcomes in the Private Censorship game: Private 
censorship, Free speech, and State repression. Figure 8.9 illustrates an incomplete information 
version of this game with cardinal payoffs.

a. Based on the cardinal payoffs shown in Figure 8.9, write down the preference ordering 
for (a) the Newspaper, (b) the Regime that doesn’t value its international reputation, 
and (c) the Regime that does value its international reputation.
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21. While we have focused here on whether regimes care about their international reputation, the Private Censorship Game 
could capture any situation in which authoritarian regimes differ in the costs of repression.


