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Now that we have specified the game, we can try to figure out what the players will 
do. We start with the usual method of backward induction. At the final two choice nodes, 
the soft-liners must choose whether to democratize or repress. As we saw earlier, the 
soft-liners will choose to repress in the left-hand side of the game tree (when they believe 
the democratic opposition is weak), and they will choose to democratize in the right-hand 
side of the game tree (when they believe the democratic opposition is strong). We 
indicate these choices by making the relevant branch at these final two choice nodes 
bold. We now move back to the two previous choice nodes where the democratic 
opposition must choose whether to continue organizing or enter a broadened 
dictatorship. As we saw earlier, a weak opposition will enter and a strong opposition will 
organize. As a result, we indicate these choices by making the relevant branch at these 
choice nodes bold as well.

We must now determine whether the soft-liners will choose to do nothing or open up at 
their initial choice nodes. Unfortunately, the method of backward induction no longer 
works. This is because the dashed line between these two choice nodes in Figure 8.4 
indicates that the soft-liners don’t know which side of the game tree they are on. Their 
uncertainty over the strength of the democratic opposition means that the soft-liners don’t 
know for sure what their payoffs will be if they open up. On the one hand, if the soft-liners 
open up and the opposition is weak, they can look down the game tree (follow the bold 
lines on the left-hand side) and see that the outcome will be a broadened dictatorship with 
a payoff of 5. On the other hand, if they open up and the opposition is strong, they can 
again look down the game tree (follow the bold lines on the right-hand side) and see that 
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