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perceived act of aggression, the Soviets responded by blocking all ground transportation 
between the western sectors and West Berlin on June 24, 1948. The next day, the Western 
powers began a massive airlift to supply West Berlin with essentials such as food and fuel. The 
Berlin Airlift, or the Berlin Blockade as it became known, finally ended ten months later when 
the Soviets realized that the West would not simply give up West Berlin. By now the division 
of Germany was almost inevitable. The Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) was 
formally established on May 23, 1949, and the German Democratic Republic (East Germany) 
was established on October 7, 1949.

Between 1949 and 1961, 2.7 million people reacted to the increasingly dismal economic 
and political conditions in East Germany by emigrating to the West. It was in response to this 
that the East German government closed the borders to the West and began construction of 
the ninety-six-mile-long Berlin Wall during the night of August 12–13, 1961. The Berlin Wall 
split numerous families and separated many Berliners from their places of employment. 
Although the whole length of the border between East and West Germany was closed with 
chain-link fences, walls, minefields, and other installations, it was the Berlin Wall that arguably 
became the most iconic symbol of the Cold War. Over the years, thousands of attempts were 
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