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(1986–), and Paul Kagame in Rwanda (2000–), are considered civilian, rather than military, 
dictators. Although these leaders often give themselves military titles, they cannot rely on the 
support of the military in the same way that former or current members of the military can. 
Indeed, the military are often one of the main threats to these types of dictators.

In Figure 10.2, we show how the number and percentages of monarchic, military, and 
civilian dictatorships in the world have changed from 1946 to 2008. The civilian form of 
dictatorship has always been the most common. In 2008, there were seventy-four dictator-
ships around the world. Of these, thirty-eight (51.4 percent) were civilian, twenty-four (32.4 
percent) were military, and twelve (16.2 percent) were monarchies. The heyday for military 
dictatorships was in the late 1970s when almost 40 percent of dictatorships were run by the 
military. There has been a significant decline in the number of military dictatorships since 
the end of the Cold War. While the number of civilian and military dictatorships in the world 
has changed quite a bit over time, the same is not true of monarchies. This suggests that 
monarchies have been a particularly stable form of dictatorial regime.

To a large extent, the typology of authoritarian regimes that we have presented here is 
based on the idea that we can distinguish between different types of dictators in terms of the 
identity of their support coalitions or what we’ll call a little later in the chapter their “winning 
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Source: Cheibub, Gandhi, and Vreeland (2010, 87).

1. Who is the effective head of government? 

3. Is the effective head of government a current or 
past member of the armed forces? 

MONARCHY 

NoYes 

MILITARY CIVILIAN 

2. Does the effective head of government bear the title of “king” and have a hereditary 
successor or predecessor? 

Yes No


