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party or parties in the legislature will support the government without receiving posts in the 
cabinet. Other minority presidential governments, however, will rule without this kind of sup-
port. This second type of minority government isn’t possible in a parliamentary system because 
of the existence of legislative responsibility. This difference suggests that, all things being equal, 
minority governments will be more frequent in presidential systems than in parliamentary ones.

The empirical evidence supports this claim. It’s widely recognized that about one-third of 
all parliamentary governments are minority governments (Strøm 1990). In contrast, Johannes 
Freudenreich (2016) finds that 47 percent (sixty-nine) of the governments in presidential 
regimes in Latin America were minority governments. This information is shown in Table 11.7. 
This difference in the frequency of minority governments in presidential and parliamentary 
systems is even more marked if we focus explicitly on minority situations, that is, situations in 
which the party of the president or prime minister doesn’t control a majority of legislative seats. 
Of the minority situations in the world from 1946 to 1999, 65 percent resulted in minority 
governments in presidential democracies compared with just 35 percent in parliamentary ones 
(Cheibub, Przeworski, and Saiegh 2004, 574).

Country

Single-party 

majority

Minimal 

winning 

coalition

Single-

party 

minority

Minority 

coalition

Surplus 

majority Total

Argentina 4 2 8 3 0 17

Bolivia 2 2 2 6 1 13

Brazil 0 0 0 6 10 16

Chile 0 1 0 2 4 7

Colombia 1 1 0 0 10 12

Costa Rica 6 0 9 0 0 15

Dominican 

Republic

5 0 7 0 0 12

El Salvador 2 3 7 1 0 12

Honduras 5 0 3 0 0 8

Nicaragua 1 0 2 0 0 3

Panama 0 1 1 3 3 8

Uruguay 2 4 1 0 1 8

Venezuela 2 1 5 3 3 14

Total 30 15 45 24 32 146

Source: Data are from Freudenreich (2016) and cover democratic periods.

TABLE 11.7 ■    Government Types in Latin American Presidential Systems, 

1953–2011




