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Minority Governments

A minority government is one in which the party or parties in the cabinet don’t explicitly com-
mand a majority of legislative seats themselves. Minority governments may be single-party 
minority governments or minority coalition governments. You’re probably wondering how a 
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Estonia 0 10 2 2 1 15

France* 0 0 0 7 14 21

Germany 1 22 3 0 5 31

Greece 11 4 1 0 3 19

Hungary 1 3 1 0 6 11

Italy 0 4 14 11 31 60

Latvia 0 6 0 7 10 23

Liechtenstein 2 1 0 0 3 6

Luxembourg 0 20 0 0 1 21

Malta 9 0 0 0 0 9

Moldova* 3 3 1 3 0 10

Netherlands 0 13 0 3 10 26

Norway 3 5 16 7 1 32

San Marino 0 3 0 0 3 6

Slovakia* 0 3 1 1 1 6

Spain 4 0 8 0 0 12

Sweden 2 6 18 4 0 30

Turkey* 13 5 4 4 2 28

United Kingdom 24 1 2 0 0 27

Total 77 (15.6%) 135 (27.3%) 90 (18.2%) 78 (15.8%) 114 (23.1%) 494

Sources: Data for eleven Western European countries from 1945 to 1998 are from the Comparative Parliamentary 
Democracy (CPD) project (Müller and Strøm 2000; Strøm, Müller, and Bergman 2003). Additional countries and time 
periods updated by the authors.

Note: Data don’t include caretaker or nonpartisan governments.

* Country didn’t use a parliamentary system for all democratic years between 1945 and 2018.




