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be indifferent between that policy and the status quo. Note that each indifference curve goes 
through B. Consequently, any point inside a circle is closer (and, therefore, preferred) to the 
relevant voter’s ideal point than the status quo (represented by voter B’s ideal point). There 
is no circle with B as its center because there are no alternatives that voter B prefers to her 
own ideal point. The two circles in Figure 11.11, therefore, represent the set of policy propos-
als that A and C prefer to the status quo. Majority rule means that two out of the three voters 
would have to prefer an alternative to B’s position for a policy proposal to dislodge C. The 
fact that the two circles never overlap, though, means that A and C cannot agree on an alter-
native to replace the status quo. If C proposed an alternative closer to his ideal point, A and 
B would vote against it. Similarly, if A proposed an alternative closer to his ideal point, B and 
C would vote against it. In other words, any alternative to B’s position would never get more 
than one vote and would, therefore, lose. As this example illustrates, it is possible to obtain a 
stable outcome—in this case B’s position—in two-dimensional majority-rule voting.

Although stability is possible in two-dimensional majority-rule voting games, is it likely? Many 
scholars think not. To see why, imagine what happens if one of the voters’ ideal points moves just 
a little. In Figure 11.12, we shift voter C’s ideal point by an arbitrary amount off of the dashed line 
to the southeast. You will immediately notice that there is now a lens-shaped area south of B in 
which the indifference curves of voters A and C overlap. This lens-shaped area is the winset of B 
and contains all of the alternative policy outcomes that both voters A and C prefer to B. This 

Stability in Two-Dimensional VotingFigure  11.11

Note: Voter B’s position = the status quo policy; the two circles = the indifference curves for voters A and C with 
respect to the status quo policy B.
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