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k.	Do the ranges of policy outcomes that the president and legislature prefer to the status 
quo overlap? If they do overlap, how would you interpret the set of points where they 
overlap? If they do not overlap, what does this mean?

l.	 Can the legislature make a successful proposal to change the status quo? If so, why? If 
not, why not?

Choosing a Level of Public Goods Provision:  
Scenario 3Figure  11.18

Note: SQ = the current level of public goods provision; L = the ideal point of the legislature; P = the ideal point of 
the president.
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Part IV: Conclusion

m.	Given your analysis of the three scenarios above (Parts I–III), what can you say about the 
conditions under which policy will change versus when it will be stable?

Arrow’s Theorem

10.	 What is the fundamental implication of Arrow’s Theorem? Describe this in your own 
words.

11.	 Two of the authors of this book presented a lesson on Condorcet’s paradox to a third grade 
math class at a local Friends (Quaker) school. The eight-year-old children were assigned 
preferences over three flavors of ice cream and asked to vote for the kind of ice cream that 
would be (hypothetically) provided to the class. One girl immediately raised her hand and 
said, “Voting isn’t Quaker-like.” Indeed, in Quaker meetings, decisions are made only after 
the members of the meeting have come to a consensus. In terms of Arrow’s conditions of 
fairness, what are the trade-offs involved when choosing to make group decisions by 
majority rule versus by consensus (unanimity)?




