
11: Problems with Group Decision Making 447

b.	Suppose that P1 locates at position 2 on the left-right issue dimension and that P2 locates 
at position 7. How many votes does P1 win? How many votes does P2 win? Who wins 
the election? Where does the winner implement policy on the left-right issue dimension? 
Will P1 and P2 want to stay at these policy positions for the next election? If not, what 
policy positions do you think they will adopt and why?

c.	Now let’s suppose that P1 locates at position 4 and P2 locates at position 4. What is the 
outcome of this election? Does P1 or P2 want to change policy positions given where the 
other party is located? If so, why? If not, why not?

Now suppose that instead of having two office-seeking parties, P1 and P2, we have two “policy-
seeking” parties, L and R. L is a left-wing party whose ideal point is 2, and R is a right-wing party 
whose ideal point is 7. Policy-seeking parties care about where policy is implemented.

d.	Suppose that L locates at its ideal point (2) on the left-right issue dimension and that R 
locates at its ideal point (7). How many votes does L win? How many votes does R win? 
Who wins the election? Where does the winner implement policy on the left-right issue 
dimension? Will L and R want to stay at their ideal points for the next election? If not, 
what policy positions do you think they will adopt and why?

e.	Now suppose that L locates at position 4 and R locates at position 4. What is the 
outcome of this election? Where will policy be implemented on the left-right issue 
dimension? Does L or R want to change policy positions given where the other party is 
located? If so, why? If not, why not?

f.	 Based on your answers so far, does the result from the median voter theorem stating that 
parties will converge to the position of the median voter depend on whether political 
parties are office seeking or policy seeking? Explain.

Part II: Voter Distribution

Suppose that some event occurs that causes several voters to adopt more centrist positions on 
the left-right issue dimension. The new distribution of voters is shown in Figure 11.14.

Illustrating the Median Voter Theorem:  
A Centrist ElectorateFigure  11.14
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g.	Where will parties P1 and P2 locate in the left-right space, given the centrist nature of 
the electorate? Why?


