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Suppose now that some polarizing event occurs that causes several voters to adopt more 
extreme positions on the left-right issue dimension. The new distribution of voters is shown in 
Figure 11.15.

Illustrating the Median Voter Theorem:  
A Polarized ElectorateFigure  11.15
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h.	Where will parties P1 and P2 locate in the left-right space, given the polarized nature of 
the electorate? Why?

i.	 Based on your answers to the two previous questions, does the result from the median 
voter theorem stating that parties will converge to the position of the median voter 
depend on the distribution of voter ideal points? Explain.

Part III: Number of Parties

Suppose now that three parties instead of just two are competing in the election. Imagine that 
all three of the parties locate at the position of the median voter.

j.	 Would any of the parties want to change their position? If so, why? If not, why not? If 
it helps, you can think of all three parties locating at the position of the median voter in 
any of the three figures (11.13, 11.14, or 11.15).

k.	Based on your answer to the previous question, does the result from the median voter 
theorem stating that parties will converge to the position of the median voter depend 
on there being only two parties? Explain.

Spatial Models

9.	The median voter theorem is an example of a larger class of models known as spatial 
models. The primary characteristic of spatial models is that the preferences of actors can 
usefully be conceived as points in some kind of policy “space” (Hinich and Munger 
1997, 5). Political scientists have employed spatial models to examine a diverse array of 
political situations, from leaders of countries negotiating territorial conflicts; to the relations 
between Congress, the president, and the Supreme Court in the United States; to party 
factions choosing a policy platform; to a policy adviser making recommendations to an 
elected official; and so on.

	 We now employ a simple spatial model to examine a situation in which a president (P) and 
a legislature (L) are considering whether to change the current level of public goods 
provision in a country. We can think of the level of public goods provision in a country as a 


