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would be opposed by the centrist and right-wing councillors because any such proposal 
would be farther from their ideal points than the existing status quo. The right-wing council-
lor would like to move social spending to the left, toward her own ideal point D. Any pro-
posal to do this would now be opposed by the centrist and the left-wing councillors because 
any such proposal would be farther from their ideal points than the existing status quo. As a 
result, if the status quo is at the centrist councillor’s ideal point, then it is an equilibrium.

Second, suppose that the status quo level of social service spending is anywhere other 
than C—let’s say somewhere to the left of C. This type of scenario is shown in Figure 11.5, 
with the status quo policy arbitrarily placed at SQ (status quo). In this type of situation, both 
the centrist and left-wing councillors are likely to propose moving social service spending 
closer to C. Let’s suppose they propose A. Proposal A beats the SQ because the left-wing and 
centrist councillors vote for it and only the right-wing councillor votes against. But is policy 
A an equilibrium? The answer is no. The left-wing and centrist councillors would like to 
move social service provision farther to the right, closer to their ideal points. Let’s suppose 
that they now propose B. Proposal B will be adopted because it is closer to the ideal points 
of both the left-wing and centrist councillors than proposal A; the right-wing councillor will 
vote against the new proposal but will lose. Is proposal B an equilibrium? Again, the answer 
is no. The right-wing and centrist councillors will now want to move social service provision 
to the left, closer to their ideal points. Any proposal that is closer to C than B will win with 
the support of the right-wing and centrist councillors. This process will continue until policy 
fully converges to the ideal point of the centrist councillor at C. Only then will the policy 

When All Three Councillors Have Single-Peaked 
Preference OrderingsFigure  11.4

Note: I = the ideal point of the left-wing councillor; C = the ideal point of the centrist councillor; D = the ideal point 
of the right-wing councillor.
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