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d.	If the legislature proposes a new policy, and if it needs the president’s approval for the 
new policy to be implemented, what level of public goods provision do you think the 
legislature will propose? Why? Hint: If the legislature proposes a new policy, it will want 
to choose the level of public goods provision that is closest to its ideal point and that is 
acceptable to the president.

Part II: Scenario 2

Now imagine that the ideal points of the president and the legislature are reversed. In other 
words, the president’s ideal point is now 4 and the legislature’s ideal point is now 7. This 
scenario is illustrated in Figure 11.17.

e.	Given that the status quo is at 2, what is the range of policy outcomes that the president 
prefers to the status quo?

f.	 Given that the status quo is at 2, what is the range of policy outcomes that the legisla-
ture prefers to the status quo?

g.	Do the ranges of policy outcomes that the president and legislature prefer to the status 
quo overlap? If they do overlap, how would you interpret the set of points where they 
overlap?

h.	If the legislature proposes a new policy, and its implementation needs the president’s 
approval, what level of public goods provision do you think the legislature will propose? 
Why?

Choosing a Level of Public Goods Provision:  
Scenario 2Figure  11.17

Note: SQ = the current level of public goods provision; L = the ideal point of the legislature; P = the ideal point of 
the president.
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Part III: Scenario 3

Now suppose that the ideal points of the president and the legislature are on opposite sides of 
the status quo. Let’s assume that the president’s ideal point is now 1 and the legislature’s ideal 
point is now 4. This scenario is illustrated in Figure 11.18.

i.	 Given that the status quo is at 2, what is the range of policy outcomes that the president 
prefers to the status quo?

j.	 Given that the status quo is at 2, what is the range of policy outcomes that the legisla-
ture prefers to the status quo?




