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b.	Now let’s suppose that you propose a decision-making procedure by which all of the 
judges begin by considering only a subset of the available pair-wise contests. The specific 
decision-making procedure that you propose is that two finalists should compete in a 
pair-wise contest with the winner competing in a second and final round against the 
remaining finalist. Given your preference ordering, which finalist do you want to win? If 
you were in charge of setting the voting agenda and could determine the order in which 
the pair-wise contests took place, what order would you pick and why?

7.	Imagine that you participated in a study group comprising some of the members of your 
comparative politics class. After spending several hours studying for the second midterm, 
you are all ready for a break but can’t decide what to do. Shannon suggests a CrossFit 
workout, Brandon suggests joining a battle reenactment over at the military museum, and 
Katie suggests hanging out with food and drink, while watching a Friends marathon on her 
giant TV. Based on what you know of your classmates’ interests, you expect that the 
following would be true: (i) a majority would prefer CrossFit to the battle reenactment; (ii) 
a majority would prefer the battle reenactment to the Friends marathon; and (iii) a majority 
would prefer the Friends marathon to CrossFit.

a.	Specify which of the three outcomes you prefer the most (if you can’t decide, pick one 
for the sake of this example).

b.	Given your choice above, explain how you would set the agenda to arrive at this 
outcome, if you were all going to vote sincerely using a sequence of pair-wise contests.

Median Voter Theorem and Party Competition

8.	In Figure 11.13, we illustrate an election in which there are seven voters (A, B, C, D, E, 
F, G) arrayed along a single left-right issue dimension that runs from 0 (most left) to 10 
(most right). Each voter is assumed to have single-peaked utility functions and to vote for 
the party that is located closest to her ideal point. The voters are participating in a majority-
rule election in which there are two parties, P1 and P2, competing for office.

a.	Which voter is the median voter? What is her ideological position?

Part I: Office-Seeking Parties vs. Policy-Seeking Parties

Suppose that parties P1 and P2 are office-seeking parties in that they care only about winning 
the election and getting into office.

Illustrating the Median Voter TheoremFigure  11.13
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