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decision-making procedure that prohibits individuals from holding preferences that are not 
single peaked.

The restriction of politics to a single-issue dimension can also be controversial. This is 
because many political questions are inherently multidimensional. As an example, consider 
a situation in which the representatives of three constituencies—labor, capital, and 
agriculture—are deciding how to divide a pot of subsidies from the government’s budget. 
This decision-making situation can be represented by a two-dimensional policy space in 
which the percentage of subsidies going to labor is one dimension and the percentage of 
subsidies going to capital owners is the other; anything left over goes to agriculture. This 
decision-making situation is depicted in Figure 11.6. The downward-sloping dashed line sets 
an upper bound on all the possible distributions of subsidies. This limit is necessary because 
there is a finite amount of resources that can be spent on subsidies. In what follows, we 
assume that the entire pot of subsidies will be distributed between the three constituencies. 
At point L, all of the subsidies go to labor. At point C, all of the subsidies go to capital. And 
at point A, all of the subsidies go to agriculture. Any point along the sloping dashed line 
between L and C is some distribution of the subsidies between labor and capital; agriculture 
gets nothing. Any point along the solid vertical line between L and A is some distribution of 

Two-Dimensional VotingFigure  11.6

Note: At L all the subsidies go to labor; at C all the subsidies go to capital; at A all the subsidies go to agriculture; 
and at E the subsidies are divided equally between labor, capital, and agriculture.
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