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Minimum and Average Duration of Governments, 
1945–1998 (Days)Figure  12.6
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Source: Data are from the Comparative Parliamentary Democracy (CPD) project (Müller and Strøm 2000; Strøm, 
Müller, and Bergman 2003).

ENDOGENOUS ELECTION TIMING

In some countries, the government gets to choose when it wants to hold elections. For 
example, governments in Sweden are constrained to hold an election at least once every four 
years but can choose exactly when to hold the election in this four-year window. We refer to 
this possibility as endogenous election timing. Three different stories have been proposed to 
explain the timing of elections. All three stories assume that politicians want to win elections 
and that voters hold governments accountable for their past economic performance.

1.	Political surfing: The government waits until the economic conditions are right before 
calling an election. The government does not actively manipulate the economy but waits 
until the economy, for whatever reason, is at a high point before announcing the 
election (Kayser 2005).

2.	Political business cycle: The government actively manipulates the economy to engineer a 
short-term economic high and then calls an election. The election is then followed by an 
economic decline. Thus, the economy goes through cycles of boom and bust that are 
politically driven (Clark 2003).
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