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parliamentary system because of the existence of legislative responsibility. This difference 
suggests that, all things being equal, minority governments will be more frequent in presi-
dential systems than in parliamentary ones.

The empirical evidence supports this claim. It is widely recognized that about a third of 
all parliamentary governments are minority governments (Strøm 1990). In contrast, 
Amorim Neto (2006) finds that 46 percent (49) of the governments in presidential regimes 
in Latin America from the late 1970s to 2000 were minority governments. This information 
is shown in Table 12.8. This difference in the frequency of minority governments in presi-
dential and parliamentary systems is even more marked if we focus explicitly on minority 
situations, that is, situations in which the party of the president or prime minister does not 
control a majority of legislative seats. Data from Cheibub, Przeworski, and Saiegh (2004, 
574) on minority situations in the world from 1946 to 1999 indicate that 65 percent of these 
situations resulted in minority governments in presidential democracies compared with just 
35 percent in parliamentary ones.

The fact that presidents can appoint whomever they like to the cabinet might lead you to 
think that they would rarely form coalition governments. Indeed, Linz (1994, 19) predicts 

Government Types in Presidential Systems  
(Late 1970s–2000)Table 12.8

Country
Single party  

majority
Majority  
coalition

Single party 
minority

Minority  
coalition Total

Argentina  1  0  3  2   6

Bolivia  0  4  1  3   8

Brazil  0 11  0  4  15

Chile  0  5  0  0   5

Colombia  0 10  1  0  11

Costa Rica  3  0  3  0   6

Ecuador  0  1  4 15  20

Mexico  2  0  0  0   2

Panama  0  3  0  4   7

Peru  2  4  1  2   9

United States  2  1  2  0   5

Uruguay  0  6  0  0   6

Venezuela  1  1  3  1   6

Total 11 46 18 31 106

Source: Data are from Amorim Neto (2006).




