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The least MWC is the one with the lowest number of surplus seats. You want the least MWC 
because you do not want to “buy” more legislative seats by giving more cabinet posts to oth-
ers than you strictly have to. This leads to the hypothesis that if the world is purely office 
seeking, then we should observe the formation of least minimal winning coalitions. In terms 
of our 1987 West German example, this means that we should expect the leader of the CDU/
CSU to form a minimal winning coalition with the Greens because this MWC has the fewest 
surplus seats.

A Purely Policy-Seeking World

Imagine that you are Helmut Kohl again, but that you now live in a purely policy-seeking world. 
Which of the remaining potential governments in Table 12.5 would you propose? To answer 
that question, you will need to know something about the policy positions of the parties along 
the salient issue dimensions in West Germany in 1987. Figure 12.3 illustrates the policy posi-
tions, or “ideal points,” of the four German parties with legislative seats on the left-right dimen-
sion of economic policy. As the leader of the CDU/CSU, you know that you must get the support 
of other party leaders in order to control a legislative majority. Because you now live in a purely 
policy-seeking world, you can win their support only by giving them policy concessions. This 
means that instead of being able to implement policy at your own ideal point, you will have to 
implement a coalition policy that lies somewhere between the ideal points of all your coalition 
partners. It is likely that you will have to make more policy concessions to win the support of a 
party leader who controls a large number of legislative seats than you will to win the support of 
a party leader who controls a small number of legislative seats. In other words, large parties will 
tend to be able to pull policy more toward their ideal point than small parties.

One of the implications of this logic is that you will 
want to form governments with parties that are located 
close to you in the policy space. Political scientists often 
refer to this type of coalition as a “compact coalition,” or 
“connected coalition.” A connected coalition is one in 

which all members of the coalition are located next to each other in the policy space. For 
example, a coalition between the CDU/CSU and the FDP is a connected coalition. A coali-
tion between the CDU/CSU and the Greens, however, is not a connected coalition because 
a noncoalition party (the SPD) lies between them in the policy space. Of the seven remaining 
potential governments in Table 12.5, there are five connected coalitions: (CDU/CSU + SPD 
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A connected coalition is one in which the member 
parties are located directly next to each other in the 
policy space.




