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candidate with the lowest number of votes (Shane) and reallocate his votes to the remaining 
candidates. Because the second choice of Shane’s voters is Bruce, Shane’s two votes are real-
located to Bruce. Votes are now recounted a third time to see if any candidate now meets the 
Droop quota. As you can see, Bruce meets the Droop quota on the third count because he 
has six votes, and he is therefore elected. If there were any surplus votes for Bruce, then we 
would reallocate them among the remaining candidates. In this case, though, Bruce has no 
surplus votes. To this point, we have filled two of the three district seats. No one else meets 
the Droop quota, so the candidate with the next lowest number of votes (Ella) is eliminated. 
Because there is only one candidate left, there is no need for a fourth recount; Glen is the 
third and last candidate to be elected. Thus, the STV with the Droop quota and the Clarke 
method for reallocating surplus votes results in the election of Sheila, Bruce, and Glen in this 
three-seat district.

How does the STV system compare with other electoral systems? One of the strengths of 
STV systems is that they provide voters with an opportunity to convey a lot of information 
about their preferences (Bowler and Grofman 2000). Like other preferential voting systems, 
individuals in STV systems have the opportunity to rank order all of the candidates rather 

	 Candidates
Voting 
round	 Bruce	 Shane	 Sheila	 Glen	 Ella	 Result

1st						      Sheila is 
						      elected, and 
						      Sheila’s surplus 
						      votes are 
						      reallocated

2nd						      Shane is 
						      eliminated

3rd						      Bruce is 
						      elected

4th						      Ella is 
						      eliminated, and
						      Glen is elected

Note: Each icon represents a ballot, and each type of icon reflects a particular rank ordering of the candidates. See Table 13.9 to 
see the particular rank ordering of the candidates associated with each icon.
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