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systems work in exactly the same way except that the divisors are different. With the Sainte-
Laguë system, the votes of each party are divided by 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, and so on to obtain the 
quotients. With the modified Sainte-Laguë system, the votes of each party are divided by 1.4, 
3, 5, 7, 9, and so on.

District Magnitude  The different formulas used to translate votes into seats affect the pro-
portionality of an electoral system. However, the most important factor influencing the 
proportionality of an electoral system is the district magnitude (Cox 1997). Recall that the 
district magnitude refers to the number of representatives that are elected in a district. 
Electoral systems are more proportional when the district magnitude is large, as smaller par-
ties are much more likely to win seats in these circumstances. For example, a party would 
need to win more than 25 percent of the vote to guarantee winning a seat in a three-seat 
district, but it would need to win only a little more than 10 percent of the vote to guarantee 
winning a seat in a nine-seat district. One thing to note is that the electoral outcome is likely 
to be disproportional whenever the district magnitude is small, irrespective of the particular 
formula used to translate votes into seats. It is for this reason that political scientists argue 
that the district magnitude is the most important factor for the proportionality of the elec-
toral system.

Although all PR systems use multimember districts, the average size of these districts—
the average district magnitude—can vary quite a lot from one country to another. At one 
extreme is Serbia, which elects all 250 of its legislators in a single national district. In fact, 

Allocating Seats to Parties Using the d’Hondt SystemTable  13.8

Party A Party B Party C Party D Party E Party F Total

Votes 47,000 16,000 15,800 12,000 6,100 3,100 100,000

Seats 10

Votes ÷ 1 47,000 (1) 16,000 (3) 15,800 (4) 12,000 (6) 6,100 3,100

Votes ÷ 2 23,500 (2) 8,000 (9) 7,900 (10) 6,000 3,050 1,550

Votes ÷ 3 15,666 (5) 5,333 5,266 4,000 2,033 1,033

Votes ÷ 4 11,750 (7) 4,000 3,950 3,000 1,525 775

Votes ÷ 5 9,400 (8) 3,200 3,160 2,400 1,220 620

Votes ÷ 6 7,833 2,667 2,633 2,000 1,017 517

Total seats 5 2 2 1 0 0 10

Note: The numbers in parentheses indicate the order in which the ten seats in the district are allocated among the 
parties.




