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Independent Mixed Electoral Systems

An independent mixed electoral system, often referred 
to as a mixed parallel system, is one in which the majori-
tarian and proportional components of the electoral sys-
tem are implemented independently of one another. 
Ukraine used an independent mixed electoral system with 
two electoral tiers for its 2014 legislative elections. Two hundred twenty five legislators were 
elected using the majoritarian SMDP electoral system in single-member districts at the con-
stituency level, and 225 legislators were elected using an open party list proportional represen-
tation system in a single district at the national level. The precise balance between “proportional” 
and “majoritarian” seats varies from country to country. For example, 253 (84 percent) of the 
legislators in South Korea’s 2016 elections were elected using majoritarian rules and 47 
(16 percent) were elected using proportional rules. Although in some countries such as South 
Korea individuals have only one vote, which is used for both parts of the electoral system, in 
other countries such as Japan, they have two votes—one for the majoritarian component at the 
constituency level and one for the proportional component at the regional or national level.

Table 13.11 illustrates how votes are translated into seats in an independent mixed electoral 
system with two electoral tiers. Two parties, A and B, are competing over ten seats. Five seats 
are allocated at the constituency level using an SMDP system, and five seats are allocated in a 
single district at the national level using some type of list PR system. Given the distribution of 
votes shown in Table 13.11, Party A wins eight seats. Why? First, it wins all five constituency 
seats because it came first in each constituency. Second, because Party A wins 60 percent of the 
party list vote, it wins 60 percent of the five seats allocated in the national tier, that is, three 
seats. As a result, Party A wins eight seats altogether. Party B wins two seats—it gets no con-
stituency seats, but it gets 40 percent of the five party list seats in the national tier, or two seats.

An independent mixed electoral system is one 
in which the majoritarian and proportional 
components of the electoral system are implemented 
independently of one another.

Translating Votes into Seats in an Independent Mixed 
Electoral SystemTable  13.11

Votes won in each electoral district

National  
district  

votes won

Seats won

1 2 3 4 5

% of 
votes 
won SMDP

List 
PR Total

Party A 3,000 3,000 3,000 3,000 3,000 15,000  60 5 3  8

Party B 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 10,000  40 0 2  2

Total 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 25,000 100 5 5 10

Dependent Mixed Electoral Systems

A dependent mixed electoral system, often referred to as a mixed member proportional 
(MMP) system, is one in which the application of the proportional formula is dependent on 




