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To a large extent, AV systems retain many of the strengths associated with SMDP elec-
toral systems. For example, the fact that there is only one representative elected per constitu-
ency means that it is easy for voters to identify who is responsible for district policy and hold 
them accountable. As a result, we can expect high levels of constituency service and strong 
bonds between citizens and their representatives. AV systems have several additional 
strengths, though. One is that voters have a greater opportunity to convey information about 
their preferences than they have under an SMDP system. This is because they get to rank 
order the candidates rather than simply vote “yes” and “no” for one of them. A second 
strength is that there is less of an incentive for voters to engage in strategic voting because 
they know that their vote will not be wasted if the candidate they most prefer is unpopular 
and unlikely to win; their vote is simply transferred to the candidate they prefer next. We 
should note, though, that strategic incentives do not disappear entirely. For example, voters 
may decide not to rank the candidates according to their sincere preferences because they 
want to influence the order in which candidates are eliminated and hence who ultimately 
wins in a district. That this type of strategic concern matters is one explanation for why 
Australian parties hand out how-to-vote cards at the polling stations.

A third strength is that AV systems encourage candidates and parties to win the votes 
from not only their base supporters but also the “second preferences” of others. This is 
because these second preferences may end up being crucial to their election. To attract these 
votes, candidates are likely to have to make broadly based centrist appeals to all interests 
rather than focus on narrow sectarian or extremist issues. Some evidence for this comes 
from Australia, where the major parties frequently attempt to negotiate deals with smaller 
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