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for the same votes. A result of this is that political candidates in open list systems have 
incentives to cultivate a personal vote rather than a party vote (Carey and Shugart 1995). A 
personal vote occurs when an individual votes based on the characteristics of a particular 
candidate rather than the characteristics of the party to which the candidate belongs. 
Building a personal vote is frequently associated in the United States with legislators bring-
ing back pork-barrel projects to their single-member districts. As you can see, though, 
incentives to build personal votes also exist in multimember districts, where the election of 
candidates can depend on personal reputations in open list systems. In addition to internal 
party fighting, some scholars worry that open lists make it less likely that minority candidates 




