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each of the eleven categories of electoral integrity as well as their overall PEI score. The 
shaded gray area in the star-plot is large when a country scores highly on each of the eleven 
categories in the PEI measure. To help provide context, we overlay each country’s star-plot 
(filled, gray) with a star-plot (black dashed line) showing the average global score on each of 
the eleven categories in the PEI measure. This allows us to see where the countries are doing 
better or worse than the global average when it comes to electoral integrity.

Although established democracies tend to have high PEI scores, there is some variation. 
It turns out that the United States has the lowest overall PEI score among established democ-
racies (62), leaving it ranked 52nd worldwide in 2016 (Norris et al. 2016b, 12). As the top left 
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Source: Data for the star-plots come from the Perceptions of Electoral Integrity expert survey (PEI 4.5; “Perceptions” 
2016). The gray star-plots indicate how the four countries score on each of the eleven categories of electoral integ-
rity. They also show each country’s overall PEI score. The black dashed line indicates the average global score across 
the same categories of electoral integrity.




