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most votes, even if this is not a majority of the votes, is elected from the district. SMDP 
systems are sometimes referred to as “first-past-the-post.” This name, though, is misleading 
as it suggests that a candidate is elected once she gets past a certain vote total. In theory, a 
candidate can win in an SMDP system with as few as two votes if all the other candidates 
win only one vote each. An example of the operation of an SMDP system in the Bath con-
stituency in the United Kingdom in the 2015 legislative elections is shown in Table 13.2. Ben 
Howlett of the Conservative Party won the most votes and was, therefore, elected as the 
Member of Parliament for this district.

SMDP electoral systems have both strengths and weaknesses. Perhaps the greatest 
strength of SMDP systems is their simplicity. This means that they are easy for voters to 
understand. It also means that they are easy and relatively inexpensive to administer. A sec-
ond strength of SMDP systems has to do with the fact that only one representative is elected 
in each district. Having only one representative per constituency means that responsibility 
for what happens in the district lies squarely with that person. In other words, SMDP systems 
make it easy for voters to identify who is responsible for policies in their district and there-
fore to hold them accountable in the next election. By making it easier for voters to hold 
representatives accountable, SMDP systems create incentives for representatives to perform 
well in office. As a result, SMDP systems tend to produce high levels of constituency service 
and close bonds between constituents and their representatives.

Despite these strengths, SMDP electoral systems have many critics. Some critics point to 
the fact that SMDP systems have the potential to produce unrepresentative outcomes. As our 
example in Table 13.2 illustrates, it is possible for a candidate to win without obtaining a 
majority of the votes; in fact, 62.2 percent of Bath voters did not support the winning candi-
date. It is worth noting that candidates can win in SMDP systems with even lower vote shares 
than that obtained by the winning candidate in Bath. As an example, the winning candidate 
in the Kerowagi constituency in Papua New Guinea won with just 7.9 percent of the vote in 
the 1987 legislative elections (Cox 1997, 85).

Election Results from the Bath Constituency,  
UK Legislative Elections, 2015Table  13.2

Candidate Party Votes Percentage

Ben Howlett Conservative 17,833 37.8

Steve Bradley Liberal Democrat 14,000 29.7

Ollie Middleton Labour 6,216 13.2

Dominic Tristram Green 5,634 11.9

Julian Deverell UKIP 2,922 6.2

Lorraine Morgan-Brinkhurst Independent 499 1.1

Jenny Knight Independent 63 0.1




