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presidential elections in the last decade than at any other point in the postwar period (or, 
indeed, ever). Two hundred ninety-nine legislative and 133 presidential elections were held 
in 120 different democracies between 2001 and 2010 (Bormann and Golder 2013). Seven 
countries held democratic elections for the first time: East Timor (2002), Georgia (2004), 
Kyrgyzstan (2005), Liberia (2005), Mauritania (2006), Bhutan (2008), and the Maldives 
(2008). The increase in the number of democratic elections since the 1970s is largely a con-
sequence of the third wave of democratization (see Chapter 8) in Eastern Europe, Latin 
America, Asia, and Africa. As you can see, presidential elections now make up a larger share 
of all democratic elections than they did in the past. To a large extent, this has to do with the 
increasing proportion of semi-presidential democracies in the world (see Chapter 12), as 
these regimes have popularly elected presidents.

Elections do not occur only in democracies. As we saw in Chapter 10, elections are also 
increasingly common in dictatorships. Only Brunei, China, Eritrea, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia 
have failed to hold national-level elections at some point in the postwar period (M. Golder 
2005). The increasing frequency with which elections are taking place in dictatorships has 

Legislative and Presidential Elections by Decade  
in DemocraciesFigure  13.1

Source: Bormann and Golder (2013, 361).
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