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currency and increased trade (Riker 1964). Australia, Switzerland, and the United States are 

examples of coming-together federal states. Although there’s some variation, coming-together 

federations are typically characterized by a symmetric form of federalism.
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FIGURE 14.1 ■    Revenue Centralization: Central Government’s Share of Tax 

Revenue

Source: Data are for seventy-three unitary countries and eleven federal countries (OECD Global Revenue 
Statistics Database at https://stats.oecd.org/).

Note: The central government’s share of tax revenue is calculated as the tax revenue collected by the central 
government divided by the total tax revenue. The values and names of some unitary countries have been omitted 
for visual clarity.




