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military to break the stalemate. In contrast, if deadlock occurs between the executive and 

legislative branches in a parliamentary democracy, there are constitutional means for resolving 

the crisis. Either the legislature can pass a vote of no confidence and remove the government, 

or the prime minister can dissolve the parliament and call for new elections. It’s the exis-

tence of these constitutional means in parliamentary democracies for resolving deadlock situ-

ations that’s thought to be at the heart of why democratic stability is greater in parliamentary 

democracies.

Stepan and Skach (1993) present an impressive array of facts to support their claim that 

democratic consolidation is more likely in parliamentary democracies than in presidential 

ones. They begin by asking how many of the countries that became independent democracies 

between 1945 and 1979 were able to sustain democracy throughout the 1980s. In Table 15.2a, 

we list the names of all eighty countries that became independent democracies between 1945 

and 1979. We also list whether they adopted a parliamentary, presidential, or semi-presidential 

form of democracy. Countries that became independent in the post–World War II period were 

about as likely to adopt parliamentarism as they were to adopt presidentialism. In Table 15.2b, 

we list the names of those countries that were continuously democratic from 1979 to 1989 and 

the form of democracy they had. Of the eighty countries that became independent democracies 

in the postwar period, only fifteen were continuously democratic through the 1980s. Incredibly, 

a. Form of Democracy Adopted

Parliamentary

N = 41

Presidential

N = 36

Semi-

Presidential

N = 3

Bahamas

Bangladesh

Barbados

Botswana

Burma

Chad

Dominica

Fiji

The Gambia

Ghana

Grenada

Guyana

India

Indonesia

Israel

Jamaica

Kenya

Kiribati

Laos

Malaysia

Malta

Mauritius

Nauru

Nigeria

Pakistan

Papua New Guinea

St. Lucia

St. Vincent

Sierra Leone

Singapore

Solomon Islands

Somalia

Sri Lanka

Sudan

Suriname

Swaziland

Tanzania

Trinidad and Tobago

Tuvalu

Uganda

Western Samoa

Algeria

Angola

Benin

Burkina Faso

Cameroon

Cape Verde

Central African

Republic

Comoros

Congo

Cyprus

Djibouti

Equatorial Guinea

Gabon

Guinea

Guinea Bissau

Ivory Coast

Korea (N)

Korea (S)

Madagascar

Malawi

Mali

Mauritania

Mozambique

Niger

Philippines

Rwanda

São Tomé

Seychelles

Syria

Taiwan

Togo

Tunisia

Vietnam (N)

Vietnam (S)

Yemen (S)

Zambia

Lebanon

Senegal

Zaire

TABLE 15.2 ■    Democratic Survival in Newly Independent States after  

World War II




