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so, legislation is sent to the floor of the legislature, where it can be amended freely. If the 
committee does not wish to initiate legislation, then the policy chosen by the agency 
stands. As always, you should assume that all actors have single-peaked preferences and 
that they will vote over alternatives sincerely.

a.	If the legislature gets a chance to amend a proposal from the legislative committee, what 
will the outcome of the amendment process be? In other words, where will the legisla-
ture set policy if it gets the chance?

b.	What is the range of policies that the legislative committee would prefer to the policy 
outcome that the legislature would choose in an amendment process?

c.	Given your previous answer, when will the legislative committee initiate legislation to 
alter the agency’s policy? When will the legislative committee not initiate legislation to 
alter the agency’s policy? In your own words, explain your answers.

d.	Given your previous answer, where do you think the agency should initiate policy so that 
it will not be overturned?

	 Now imagine that we add a fourth actor: a court. Assume that the court has the ability to 
review agency actions and can strike them down if it wants to. If this happens, policy reverts 
to some status quo policy that we will label SQ. Ferejohn and Shipan (1990) refer to this as 
the Statutory Review Model. After the court has decided whether to strike down the 
agency’s policy, the committee can choose to initiate new legislation if it wants to. If it does 
so, legislation is sent to the floor of the legislature, where it can be amended freely, as in 
the Agency Policymaking Model that we just examined. In Figure 15.10, we show the status 
quo reversion point (SQ) and the ideal points of the median member of the legislature (L), 
the median member of the legislative committee (LC), the regulatory agency (A), and the 
median judge on the court (C).

Statutory Review Model, Scenario 1Figure  15.10

Note: A = the regulatory agency; LC = the median voter in the legislative committee; L = the median voter in the 
legislature; C = the median judge on the court; SQ = the reversion status quo.
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e.	Imagine for some reason that the court decides to strike down the agency’s policy (wher-
ever it might be). If this happens, policy will revert to the status quo point shown in 
Figure 15.10. How do you think the legislative committee will react? Will it initiate leg-
islation to change the status quo policy? If the legislative committee does initiate 




