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legislation to change the status quo policy, what will the legislature do? What will the 
final policy position be in this situation if the court decides to strike down the agency’s 
policy?

f.	 In the previous question, we did not specify where the agency would implement 
policy. Let’s suppose that the agency chooses to implement its policy at 3.1 on the 
left-right issue dimension. Would the court prefer to have policy at 3.1 or at the final 
policy position you found in the previous question (e)? In other words, if the agency 
chooses to implement policy at 3.1, will the court want to strike it down? Explain your 
answer.

g.	If the agency chooses to implement its policy at 3.1, the legislative committee will not 
bother to initiate legislation to change the agency’s policy. Explain, in your own words, 
why this is the case.

h.	Given your answers to the last three questions (e, f, g), what will the final policy outcome 
be if the agency initially sets policy at 3.1? Explain your answer.

Imagine now that we change the ideal point of the median judge on the court. The new 
scenario is shown in Figure 15.11.
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Note: SQ = the reversion status quo; A = the regulatory agency; LC = the median voter on the legislative committee; 
C = the median judge on the court; L = the median voter in the legislature.
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i.	 What is the range of policies that the court prefers to the ideal point of the median voter 
in the legislature?

j.	 If the court strikes down the agency’s policy (wherever it might be), it is easy to see that 
the legislative committee will initiate legislation to try to change the status quo policy 
(make sure that you understand why). We also know that policy will end up at the ideal 
point of the median voter in the legislature if the legislative committee initiates legisla-
tion to change the status quo. Given this, where should the agency implement policy in 
order to keep the court from striking down its policy in the first place? Will this be the 
final policy outcome? Explain your answers.

Imagine that we now change the ideal point of the median judge on the court one more 
time. The new scenario is shown in Figure 15.12.




