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k.	What is the range of policies that the court prefers to the ideal point of the median voter 
in the legislature?

l.	 As before, if the court strikes down the agency’s policy, it is easy to see that the legis-
lative committee will initiate legislation to try to change the status quo policy. We also 
know that policy will end up at the ideal point of the median voter in the legislature if 
the legislative committee initiates legislation to change the status quo. Given this, 
where should the agency implement policy in order to keep the court from striking 
down its policy in the first place? Will this be the final policy outcome? Explain your 
answers.

m.	Does the effect of having a court that can engage in judicial review affect policy out-
comes? To answer this question, compare the final policy outcome from the Agency 
Policymaking Model and the final outcome(s) across the three Statutory Review 
Scenarios. Does the court actually have to do anything, such as make rulings, to affect 
policy outcomes?

n.	In the particular scenarios that we have evaluated, does the presence of a court with the 
power of judicial review move policy toward or away from the ideal point of the median 
voter in the legislature? Again, compare the final policy outcome from the Agency 
Policymaking Model without a court and the final outcome(s) across the three Statutory 
Review Scenarios with a court.

o.	Many people worry that judicial review is antidemocratic because judges are making 
policy instead of the people’s elected representatives in the legislature. In the particular 
model of judicial review that we have examined, should people be worried by the anti-
democratic nature of judicial activism? Explain your answer.

Veto Player Theory
The remaining questions evaluate your understanding of veto player theory.

11.	 In Figure 15.13, we have two veto players, A and B, who are located in a two-dimensional 
issue space. The status quo policy is given by the point SQ.

Statutory Review Model, Scenario 3Figure  15.12

Note: SQ = the reversion status quo; A = the regulatory agency; LC = the median voter on the legislative committee; 
L = the median voter in the legislature; C = the median judge on the court.
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