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Like the UK, India also has many characteristics of a federal state. For example, it has two 
different levels of government—national and state. At present, twenty-nine states have their 
own local governments. There are also seven union territories, which differ from states in that 
they do not have their own local governments and are, instead, governed directly by the 
national government. Map 15.3 shows the states and union territories of India. Article 246 of 
the Indian constitution divides political authority between policy areas that are the exclusive 
concern of the national government (Union List) and policy areas that are the exclusive 
concern of the state governments. India clearly satisfies two of the criteria for a federal state: 

India’s States and Union TerritoriesMap  15.3
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