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unanimity core is directly related to the size of the winset. Specifically, whatever makes the 
winset smaller makes the unanimity core bigger. And whatever makes the winset bigger 
makes the unanimity core smaller. This means that all of the results from veto player theory 
that we presented in the chapter in the context of the winset can also be presented in the 
context of the unanimity core. For example, whereas policy stability is associated with 
having a small winset, it is associated with having a large unanimity core. The following 
questions examine veto player theory in the context of the unanimity core.

	 Finding the unanimity core is relatively simple. Imagine that the ideal points of the veto 
players are pins sticking up out of a board. Now imagine that you take an elastic band and 
stretch it so that you can place it over all of the pins at once. If you were to let go of the 
elastic band at this point, it would snap into place around the pins and identify the location 
of the unanimity core. For example, the unanimity core for the situation in Figure 15.15 is 
given by the triangle connecting the three veto players, A, B, and C.

a.	Demonstrate that a policy inside the unanimity core in Figure 15.15 cannot be defeated 
by an alternative policy in a pair-wise vote under unanimity rule. To do this, choose some 
point inside the triangle and label it the status quo. Now draw indifference curves for 
each veto player with respect to the status quo policy. Is there a winset? What does it 
mean if you find one? What does it mean if you do not find one?
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Notes: SQ = a status quo policy; A, B, C = veto players.




