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b.	Now demonstrate that a policy outside the unanimity core in Figure 15.15 can be 
defeated by an alternative policy in a pair-wise vote under unanimity rule. To do this, 
choose some point outside the triangle and label it the status quo. Now draw indiffer-
ence curves for each veto player with respect to the status quo policy. Is there a winset? 
What does it mean if you find one? What does it mean if you do not find one?

c.	What would happen to the size of the unanimity core if the ideal points of the veto 
players were further apart? What do you think the relationship is between the size of 
the unanimity core and policy stability? Why?

d.	Suppose that we were to add an additional veto player within the area captured by the 
triangle in Figure 15.15. Would the size of the unanimity core change? Explain your 
answer.

e.	Suppose that we were to add an additional veto player outside of the area captured by 
the triangle in Figure 15.15. Would the size of the unanimity core change?

f.	 Based on your answers to questions (d) and (e), does increasing the number of veto 
players always increase policy stability by increasing the size of the unanimity core?

14.	 Imagine a set of institutional arrangements in which judges have the opportunity to make 
policy through their ability to interpret statutes. If the members of the legislature don’t like 
the policy made by the judges, they can write new legislation to change it, effectively 
overruling the judiciary. In this scenario, the judge moves first and sets policy by interpreting 
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Illustrating the Unanimity CoreFigure  15.15

Note: A, B, C = veto players; the triangle outlines the unanimity core.




