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constitution. These articles state that all powers that are not explicitly given to the federal 
authorities in the constitution belong to the individual emirates.

Whereas the United Arab Emirates is an example of a federal dictatorship, Brazil is an 
example of a federal democracy. Brazil has a long history with federalism dating back to the 
1891 constitution of the Old Republic (1889–1930). The existing federal arrangements date 
to the 1988 constitution, which was written following the reemergence of democracy from 
military dictatorship in 1985. Most federal countries have two different levels of territorial 
units. Brazil is unusual in that it has three—federal, state, and municipal. At the federal level, 
executive power is in the hands of the president. At the state level, there are twenty-six states 
based on historical borders that have developed over centuries and a “federal district” that 
comprises Brazil’s capital, Brasília. As Map 15.2 illustrates, the federal district is in the state 
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