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more similar ideal points than the two veto players in the second panel (b). As you can see, 
increasing the ideological distance between veto players—moving from the first panel (a) to 
the second panel (b)—shrinks the size of the winset, which makes policy change less likely. 
This is a general result from veto player theory that always holds. Interestingly, this result 
sheds light on the alleged dangers of “ideological polarization.” Many commentators have 
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Note: A, B = veto players; SQ = the status quo policy; the shaded area = the winset, assuming decisions are made 
by unanimity rule.
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