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be expected to reduce the probability of a democratic transition by 23 percent. Finally, how 
much less likely would it be for a country like Burkina Faso in 1987 to have become a democ-
racy in 1988 if it were an oil producer? The answer is 66 percent less likely. In other words, a 
dictatorship with a GDP per capita of $500 and a growth rate of –2.15 percent is 66 percent less 
likely to become a democracy if it is an oil producer than if it is not an oil producer.

Throughout the chapter, we claimed, in line with classic modernization theory, that eco-
nomic development affects not only the emergence of democracy but also the survival of 
democracy. In contrast, we argued that the political resource curse applies only to the emer-
gence of democracy and not to the survival of democracy. Using the same data as before, we 
now examine how a democratic country’s status as an oil producer, its income, and its eco-
nomic growth affect the probability that it will remain a democracy. The results of our new 
statistical analyses are shown in Table 6.5.

The dependent variable is the probability of democratic survival. As a result, whether a 
coefficient is positive or negative now tells us whether an increase in our independent vari-
ables is associated with an increase or decrease in the probability of democratic survival. So 
what do the results tell us? First, we can see that the coefficient on GDP per capita is positive 
and statistically significant. This indicates that increased income, as measured by GDP per 
capita, increases the probability of democratic survival. This result is consistent with the 
claim made by classic modernization theory that higher levels of income help democracies 
survive. Second, the coefficient on growth is positive and significant. This indicates that 
economic growth helps democracies survive. In other words, good economic performance 

Table 6.5 Economic Determinants of Democratic Survival

Dependent variable: Probability that a country will be a democracy this year if it was a 
democracy last year.

Independent Variables	 1946–1990	 1946–1990

GDP per capita	 0.00020***	 0.00020***
	 (0.00004)	 (0.00004)

Growth in GDP per capita		  0.04***
		  (0.01)

Oil production		  –0.21
		  (0.269)

Constant	 1.13***	 1.12***
	 (0.13)	 (0.13)

Number of observations	 1,584	 1,576

Log-likelihood	 –149.71	 –144.11

***p < 0.01

Note: Data are from Przeworski and colleagues (2000) and cover all countries from 1946 to 1990. The results shown 
in Table 6.5 come from a dynamic probit model. Standard errors are shown in parentheses.


