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optimistic. Many, though certainly not all, of the regimes in this region of the world were 
dependent on oil revenue. In an age of Twitter and the Internet, we recognized that protest 
could spread quickly, but it was not clear to us that the process of democratization could be 
sped up appreciably. In an opinion piece written at the time, Michael Ross (2011, 5) reminded 
us that “no country with more oil wealth than Venezuela had in 1958” when it transitioned 
to democracy “has ever successfully democratized.” Our knowledge of the political resource 
curse led us to claim that there was little hope that many of the regimes that had faced wide-
spread opposition during the Arab Spring would transition into stable democracies.

We finished this chapter in the second edition of our book by showing estimates of per 
capita oil and gas production in several countries in the Middle East and North Africa (Ross 
2012). We reproduce these estimates here in Table 6.6. We noted at the time that if the struc-
ture of a nation’s economy places constraints on the propensity to democratize, then, all 
other things being equal, we would expect countries near the top of this list to be much less 
likely to democratize than countries near the bottom of this list. Removing autocrats from 
office is a necessary, but not sufficient, condition for democratization. We were not surprised 
that it was the rulers of Tunisia and Egypt—countries with the lowest levels of per capita oil 
and gas production in Table 6.6—who were the first leaders to lose their grip on power 

Country
Oil Income Per Capita

(2009 Dollars)

Qatar $24,940

Kuwait $19,500

United Arab Emirates $14,100

Oman   $7,950

Saudi Arabia   $7,800

Libya   $6,420

Bahrain   $3,720

Algeria   $1,930

Iraq   $1,780

Iran   $1,600

Syria       $450

Yemen       $270

Egypt       $260

Tunisia       $250

Table 6.6
Estimated Value of Oil and Gas Produced Per Capita in 
2009 in Current Dollars

Source: Ross (2012).


