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scientists find themselves in this type of situation, they must try to deduce additional 
hypotheses from their theories in the hope that these additional hypotheses will help them 
decide which of the competing theories is most consistent with the observed world. As we 
saw in Chapter 2, competing stories will always share some implications in common (other-
wise they would not be explanations for the same phenomena), but they must always differ 
in others (otherwise they would not be different explanations). It is up to the political scien-
tist to identify these divergent and discriminating implications and come up with a critical 
test to identify which story is most consistent with the observed world.

Boix and Stokes (2003) graphically show how modernization theory and the survival 
story expect increased income to affect the probability of transitioning to democracy and the 
probability of transitioning to dictatorship. We reproduce their basic plot in Figure 6.3. Note 
that both modernization theory and the survival story predict that the probability of a tran-
sition to dictatorship decreases as income increases (the solid lines in both panels slope 
down). In other words, both stories predict that increased income helps democratic survival. 
What about the emergence of democracy? Although modernization theory predicts that a 
transition to democracy increases with income (the dotted line in the left panel slopes up), 
the survival story predicts that the probability of a transition to democracy is unaffected by 
increasing income (the dotted line in the right panel is flat).

Note that the probability of any type of transition is simply the sum of the probability of 
a transition to dictatorship and the probability of a transition to democracy weighted by the 

Source: Adapted from Boix and Stokes (2003).

Expected Probability of Regime Transitions as Income 
Increases according to Modernization Theory and the 
Survival Story
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