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Although the evidence suggests that the survival story is incorrect when it predicts that 
the frequency of regime transitions declines linearly with income, the key implication that 
allows us to discriminate between the survival story and modernization theory has to do 
with whether increases in income actually make democratic transitions more likely. In 
Figure 6.5, we looked only at the effect of increases in income on regime transitions in gen-
eral. We now need to examine the effect of increased income on transitions to democracy 
and transitions to dictatorship separately. The probability of transitioning to democracy is 
calculated as

Pr (Transition to Democracy | Income Level) =

 	 Number of Transitions to Democracy 

   

Income Level
	 Number of Dictatorial Country Years

and the probability of transitioning to dictatorship is calculated as

Pr (Transition to Dictatorship | Income Level) =

 	 Number of Transitions to Dictatorship 

   

Income Level
	 Number of Democratic Country Years

Probability of Regime Transitions as a  
Function of Income, 1950–1990Figure  6.5

Source: Data are from Przeworski and colleagues (2000).
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