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In Figure 6.6, we plot the probability that a country will transition to democracy and the 
probability that it will transition to dictatorship at different levels of income. The numbers 
in the figure indicate how many times more likely it is for a country to transition one way 
rather than the other. The numbers are gray whenever a country is more likely to transition 
to dictatorship than democracy and black whenever a country is more likely to transition to 
democracy than dictatorship. Figure 6.6 clearly shows that the kind of regime transition that 
countries experience is a function of income. As predicted by both the survival story and 
modernization theory, the probability of transitioning to dictatorship (the gray dotted line) 
declines as income increases. In other words, the downward-sloping dotted line indicates 
that high levels of income encourage democratic survival (Implication 2, Table 6.1).

In direct contradiction to the survival story but entirely consistent with modernization 
theory, the probability of a democratic transition increases with income (the solid black line 
slopes upward). In other words, countries are more likely to become democratic as income 
increases (Implication 3a, Table 6.1). Note that the likelihood that a country transitions to 
democracy rather than dictatorship clearly increases with income. For example, transitions 
to dictatorship are eighteen times more likely than transitions to democracy when GDP per 
capita is less than $2,000. The reverse is true in rich countries, however—transitions to 

Probability of Transitions to Democracy and 
Dictatorship as a Function of Income, 1950–1990Figure  6.6

Source: Data are from Przeworski and colleagues (2000).

Note: The numbers in the figure indicate how many times more likely it is for a country to transition one way or 
another. For example, the gray “2x” indicates that a country is twice as likely to transition to dictatorship as 
transition to democracy when its GDP per capita is $4,000.
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