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Pr (Regime Transition | Income Level) =

 	 Number of Transitions to Democracy or Dictatorship 

   
Income Level

          Number of Country Years

This equation tells us that the probability of a regime transition given a particular level of 
income is equal to the total number of transitions at that income level divided by the number 
of cases (or country years) that could have transitioned at that income level.

In Figure 6.5, we plot the probability of a regime transition at different levels of income. 
As you can see, there is no strong relationship between income and the probability of a 
regime transition. Specifically, it does not appear that the probability of a regime transition 
decreases linearly with income as the survival story predicts. Thus, the evidence presented in 
Figure 6.5 would seem to falsify one of the implications of the survival story (Implication 4b, 
Table 6.1). In contrast, an increase in the probability of a regime transition when levels of 
income are low, as shown in Figure 6.5, is consistent with modernization theory; a certain 
amount of resources may be necessary for any change to take place. A decrease in the prob-
ability of a regime transition at high levels of income, as shown in Figure 6.5, is also consistent 
with modernization theory; by this point democracy should have emerged in nearly all coun-
tries, and there is no reason according to modernization theory for it not to survive.

Country Years under Democracy and Dictatorship, 
1950–1990Figure  6.4

Source: Data are from Przeworski et al. (2000).

Note: The figure plots the number of years that all countries (country years) have lived under democracy or  
dictatorship at different levels of income.
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