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repression is successful or not is likely to depend, among other things, on the strength of the 
opposition groups. In what follows, we assume that state repression is successful and leads 
to a narrow dictatorship if the democratic opposition is weak but is unsuccessful and pro-
duces an insurgency if the democratic opposition is strong. Finally, if the soft-liners choose 
to democratize, the result is a democratic transition (Outcome 5).

Before we can determine what the players are likely to do in the Transition Game, we 
need to know how the players value the possible outcomes. Based on the argument that we 
have presented, we can provide a preference ordering for each player over the five possible 
outcomes; that is, we can determine how both players would rank the outcomes. The prefer-
ence ordering for the soft-liners over the five outcomes is

Broadened dictatorship > Status quo > Narrow dictatorship >  
Democratic transition > Insurgency,

where “>” means “is strictly preferred to.” As this preference ordering illustrates, the ideal 
outcome for the soft-liners is a broadened dictatorship in which opposition groups are co-
opted and their position in the dictatorship is strengthened relative to that of the hard-liners. 
If they cannot obtain this outcome, then they would prefer the political status quo—the 
dictatorship is maintained, and they are still in a position of power. If this outcome cannot 
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