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elected candidates to the remaining candidates. In the example, Sheila has six surplus votes; 
that is, she received six votes more than she needed to be elected. We’re going to use the Clarke 
method for reallocating these six surplus votes to the remaining candidates. To do this, it’s nec-
essary to separate Sheila’s ballots into bundles based on who the second-choice candidates are. 
Because those who voted for Sheila list either Glen (C voters) or Ella (D voters) as their second 
choice, there’d be two bundles. Because the eight C voters make up two-thirds of Sheila’s twelve 
total votes, two-thirds of Sheila’s surplus votes (four) go to Glen. Because the four D voters make 
up one-third of Sheila’s total votes, one-third of Sheila’s surplus votes (two) go to Ella.

After reallocating the surplus votes to Glen and Ella, votes are recounted a second time 
to see if any new candidate has now obtained the Droop quota. In our example, no candidate 
meets the Droop quota in the second count. As a result, the next step is to eliminate the candi-
date with the lowest number of votes (Shane) and reallocate his votes to the remaining candi-
dates. Because the second choice of Shane’s voters is Bruce, Shane’s two votes are reallocated to 
Bruce. Votes are now recounted a third time to see if any candidate now meets the Droop quota. 
Bruce meets the Droop quota on the third count because he has six votes, and he’s therefore 
elected. If there were any surplus votes for Bruce, we’d reallocate them among the remaining 
candidates. In this case, though, Bruce has no surplus votes. To this point, we’ve filled two of 
the three district seats. No one else meets the Droop quota, so the candidate with the next low-
est number of votes (Ella) is eliminated. Because there’s only one candidate left at this point, 
there’s no need for a fourth recount. Glen is the third and last candidate to be elected. Thus, the 
STV with the Droop quota and the Clarke method for reallocating surplus votes results in the 
election of Sheila, Bruce, and Glen in this three-seat district.

CANDIDATES

VOTING 

ROUND BRUCE SHANE SHEILA GLEN ELLA RESULT

1ST AAAA BB CCCCCCCC
DDDD

E F SHEILA IS ELECTED, AND 
SHEILA’S SURPLUS VOTES 
ARE REALLOCATED.

2ND AAAA BB CCCC
DD

E
CCCC

F
DD

SHANE IS ELIMINATED.

3RD AAAA
BB

CCCC
DD

E
CCCC

F
DD

BRUCE IS ELECTED.

4TH AAAA
BB

CCCC
DD

E
CCCC

F
DD

ELLA IS ELIMINATED, AND 
GLEN IS ELECTED.

Note: Each letter represents a ballot, and each letter set reflects a particular rank ordering of the candidates. See 
Table 12.9 for the particular rank ordering of the candidates associated with each letter.

TABLE 12.10 ■    The STV in a Three-Seat District with Twenty Voters
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